Caracas, April 09, 2007

Dear Sir, 
  
  
On behalf of members of the Venezuelan academic community, I am sending UNESCO-IESALC the attached document "Para el IESALC/UNESCO: Documento enviado por miembros de la comunidad académica venezolana con relación a la aparente pérdida de imparcialidad por parte de institución que representa  a la UNESCO en América Latina y el Caribe, en el área de la educación superior", in which we express our disagreement with the ways your local office, seated in Caracas, Venezuela, is managing the subject of higher education in Latin America and the Caribbean. In contradiction to its statutory mission, UNESCO-IESALC is openly co-opting the Venezuelan government in the matter and in so doing, is denying the Venezuelan academic community to have a say in the important matter of education. Against any wise policy of neutrality expected from UNESCO, the position of such prestigious international organization is currently one of open single-sided political support to the Venezuelan governmental ideas on education, against the best interests of our nation, and in the context of a highly difficult political situation in which an important sector of our society disagrees with the politically driven and highly ideologically biased education the Venezuelan government is trying to impose on our children and the society as a whole. Within this political environment, the autonomous universities are being threatened by the government, with the result of us trying to defend our university autonomy and academic freedom as much as we can. In those circumstances, the wisest course of action for UNESCO-IESALC is to consider all proposals (governmental and otherwise) on the subject of education and society, keeping a very strict equilibrium and not taking sides in such a controversial matter. For this reason we have written the attached document, to state our inconformity with the ways UNESCO-IESALC is being managed in Caracas. We feel that its current policy and conduct is detrimental to our needs and makes this international organization a partisan actor in a delicate situation that deserves impartiality and objectivity, far from the current bias in favor of the local government. 

Truly yours

Orlando Albornoz 

